
 

2012 Update on Ultimate Activities 

By: Ryan Briggs – Ultimate Committee Chair 

2012 Ultimate Committee Members 

Ryan Briggs, Alex Bush, Gary Wang, Craig Stephen, Erin Fitzgerald, Marcia Morris, Jason Robinson, 
Gregory Lang, David Chaikoff, Barry Goldlist 

 
Provincial Championships 

In 2012 the ODSA ran two separate provincial championship tournaments, The Ontario Ultimate 
Championships (http://www.ondisc.org/?page=OUC2012) in conjunction with the North Bay Ultimate 
Players Association, led by TD Erin Fitzgerald, on July 7th and 8th, 2012 and the Ontario Women’s 
Ultimate Championships (http://www.ondisc.org/?page=OWUC2012) in conjunction with the Waterloo 
Organization of Disc Sports, Led by TD Andrew Portwine, on July 21st and 22nd, 2012. Both of these 
events were qualifying events for the Canadian Ultimate Championships (http://www.cuc2012.ca) held 
in Victoria, British Columbia on August 16th – 19th, 2012. 

The Ontario Ultimate Championships in North Bay saw teams competing in the open, mixed, junior open 
and junior women’s divisions. In total 22 teams and over 400 athletes participated over 2 days in hot 
conditions. In the end the Mixed Division was won by Guelph’s MuD and a total of 6 Ontario teams 
qualified to attend CUCs in Victoria (BFC, Union, Prodigy, Whiplash & Glide). The Open Division was won 
by Too Bad and all 3 teams (Firebird & Roy) advanced to the CUCs in Victoria. Grand Trunk and Maverick 
also represented Ontario at the CUCs. However, based on democratic consensus and the demands of a 
tight touring schedule involving tournaments in the United States it was agreed that these two teams 
would be given the top two seeds from Ontario out of the 5 spots awarded to the division at the CUCs. 
Their seeding was determined based on a head to head match up at No Borders in Ottawa at the end of 
July. In the two junior divisions, Toronto’s Overdrive program won both the Junior Open and Junior 
Women’s divisions and Ottawa’s Capital Punishment (open) and Wicked (women’s) came second in the 
junior divisions, all four of these teams also advanced to the CUCs in Victoria. 

Partnering with a local host organizing committee to put on the championships was a new direction for 
the ODSA, and the quality of the tournament was augmented by this fact. Numerous individuals who 
attended the tournament stated that it was the best provincial championship hosted by the ODSA to 
date. 
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Due to scheduling conflicts with the tournament in schedule for Ontario Women’s touring teams a 
separate event was held to determine the provincial champion in this division. With help from a local 
organizing committee in Waterloo, the ODSA hosted 5 women’s touring teams vying for 3 spots to the 
CUCs in Victoria. When the dust had settled on Sunday afternoon Lotus emerged the 2012 Ontario 
Women’s Ultimate Provincial Champions earning the number one seed out of Ontario for the national 
championships. Lotus was followed by Stella and PPF in second and third place respectively. It should be 
noted that the games between the top 3 teams were all tight battles.  

This tournament saw the ODSA provide live score updates via Twitter and the USA Ultimate score 
reporter for the first time, this was appreciated by numerous members and is planned to be a staple in 
future provincial championship events. 

NCCP Coaching Certification Program 

The funding provided by the ODSA to Ultimate Canada in 2011 to support the development of the 
National Coaching Certification Program came to fruition in 2012 with the launch of the Community 
Initiation Coaching Stream by Ultimate Canada and it’s PSO Partners. Ontario currently has two master 
Learning Facilitators; Blue McLellan, based in Toronto and Terri-Lynn Belanger, based in Ottawa, who 
are able to provide course workshops and certify new Community Initiation Coaches. 

3 clinics were held in 2012. The first two were in conjunction with the Coaches Association of Ontario at 
their “Super Clincs”.  The first event (http://www.ondisc.org/events/event_details.asp?id=208412) was 
held over 3 days in February from the 24th to the 26th and all three session sold out well before any other 
sport even had one session sold out. In total 58 coaches were certified. The second Community Initiation 
Certification event (http://www.ondisc.org/events/event_details.asp?id=226933) was held over one day 
in Unionville at Bill Caruthers Secondary School. 1 session certifying 19 coaches was run at this event. 
The third certification event was performed in conjunction with York University and the school of 
Education. As part of the two week course, participants in the physical education additional basic 
qualification course from York University. 18 coaches were certified at this event one day event on 
Thursday July 12th.  

This brings the total of certified Ultimate coaches in Ontario to nearly 100, more than all other provinces 
in Canada combined.  

In the New Year a clinic is planned for the Ottawa Area, and plans are in the works for more clinics with 
member organizations who either have a youth a league already in place or are planning on starting one 
next season.  Going forward, partnering with the Coaches Association of Ontario, educational 
institutions, and member clubs will be key components of the strategy to certify as many ultimate 
coaches in Ontario as possible via the community initiation stream to ensure that youth who are 
introduced to Ultimate have a positive experience. Ultimate Canada is currently developing the 
competitive stream of the NCCP program with the hopes of bringing it to fruition in the year 2013. 

http://www.ondisc.org/events/event_details.asp?id=208412�
http://www.ondisc.org/events/event_details.asp?id=226933�


LTAD – Long Term Athlete Development Model 

In 2012, ODSA Consultant, Danielle Fortin has worked in conjunction with Ultimate Canada, and a 
consultant from Sport Canada to work on the Long Term Athlete Development Model for the sport of 
Ultimate. This model provides a phases and stages approach to the development of an Ultimate Athlete 
over the course of a number of years, from the FUNdamentals stage all the way up to International 
competition. 

This modeling system is followed by numerous other sports across the country and its development was 
a key component in the recognition of Ultimate Canada as an official National Sport Organization by 
Sport Canada in 2012. This model also coincides with the tiered NCCP program listed above. The 
community initiation stream currently in place coincides with the lower stages of the LTAD model and 
the forthcoming Competition stream deals with the higher stages of the LTAD model. 

Currently, the model is in the final stages of revisions and will be officially approved by Sport Canada and 
adopted nationally by Ultimate Canada and its PSO partners in 2013  

Ultimate Instructional Video 

During 2012 the ODSA in conjunction with Ultimate Canada undertook the development of a new 
Ultimate Instructional video for Canadian Ultimate organizations to act an update to and substitute for 
USA Ultimate’s – Ultimate 101, mainly due to an increase in licensing fees for this product on behalf of 
USA Ultimate. Ultivillage a British Columbia based Ultimate Video production veteran were enlisted to 
produce this video in both English and French. Funding for this initiative was provided entirely by the 
ODSA and the finished video is currently in the final stages of review by experienced youth Ultimate 
Coache. This video should be available for the 2013 season and will be distributed to coaches who take 
the NCCP certification course and will be available for sale at a member discounted price to Ultimate 
Canada and ODSA members. 

Ultimate Membership & Member Clubs 

This year the ODSA had 21 member clubs for the sport of Ultimate this year totalling just over 4200 
individual members. Two new league organizations were started and both had their inaugural seasons 
thanks to start up support from the ODSA. Niagara Ultimate and Belleville Ultimate Disc Association 
have brought the game to two new cities in the province. The beginnings of Belleville Ultimate were 
rooted in the 2011 Ontario Mixed Ultimate Championships. This tournament was held in Belleville and 
the sport gained enough recognition, exposure and interest through this showcase event to facilitate the 
founding of this new organization. 

  



Ultimate Committee 2012 & Committee Restructuring  going forward 

The Ultimate Committee started in 2012 and was a good starting point for addressing the needs of the 
Ontario Ultimate Community.  However, we feel that the broad nature of the committee made it 
difficult to engage individuals within the areas of the sport where they could have the most impact.  
While a solid group of passionate Ultimate players, administrators and leaders were assembled, too few 
members had the same objectives to truly set attainable goals and develop work plans to achieve them. 

Accordingly, with support of the ODSA board we are proposing a restructuring and division of the 
Ultimate Committee into three separate committees with the overarching administrations for the sport 
of Ultimate being moved directly into the ODSA board of directors. These more focused goal oriented, 
objective focused committees will allow those with similar sport-development interests in Ultimate to 
congregate and work together on the issues that are most important to them. 

The following are the 3 proposed committees; 

1. Ultimate Competition Committee 

This committee will be responsible for matters related to top level competition in Ultimate in the 
province of Ontario. These responsibilities will include evaluating and awarding hosting bids for 
Provincial Championships as well as providing the overall competition structure and regulations for 
these events. This committee's scope is not limited to but may, in the future, also include; the selection 
of provincial teams, applying for participation in larger provincial sporting events like the Ontario 
summer and Winter games, providing support and incentives for participation in the Canadian National 
Championship. The committee will be composed of touring players & coaches, tournament directors & 
administrators, and will be chaired by a member of the ODSA board of Directors. 

 

2. Ultimate Youth Development Committee 

This committee will be primarily focused on growing the amount of youth participation in Ultimate 
across the province of Ontario at both the recreational and competitive levels. Committee members are 
being sought from scholastic, competitive club & youth league stakeholders to provide input from all 
angles of youth Ultimate play in the province. This committee's responsibilities will include but are not 
limited to, establishment of regional qualifications and provincial scholastic structures including 
potential OFSSA recognition, direction of creation of development programming for player recruitment 
& development and play opportunity creation, investigation and development of bridging mechanisms 
for youth Ultimate players between playing opportunities. 

3. Ultimate Leagues council 

This committee will flow logically out of the hierarchical communication structure that was begun last 
year. This committee will be composed of a regional representative from the North, the East, the Central 
and Southwestern regions of the province, as well as the E.D.& President of the ODSA. Other member 



club representatives will be invited to participate in this committee as well. The goal of this committee 
will be to investigate and determine the needs of Ultimate member leagues and provide direction to the 
board in respect to the development of programming for leagues to address these needs. 

A recruiting initiative for the board was undertaken searching for Ultimate based individuals with 
experience in corporate governance who also have an ability to focus on the larger provincial picture 
and not solely the interests of their own segment of the sport or associated organization. Potential 
candidates for the board who are willing to take leadership roles on each of these committees have 
been identified. 

These individuals will be invited to the upcoming Ultimate Committee meeting where we will discuss 
this restructuring and determine where current committee members would be interested in being 
involved going forward. 

 


