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2012 Gold Series 
 
In the Fall of 2011, the Ontario Disc Sports Association (ODSA) sent out a request-for-
feedback to the Ontario Disc Golf community’s stakeholders, namely the players and 
Tournament Directors (TDs). This request was largely due to informal discussions that 
had arisen during the year that concerned the 2011 Provincial Disc Golf Series. We had 
the idea that we should be listening to these stakeholders themselves, for constructive 
input for the next season. This way, the shape of Disc Golf in Ontario could be molded 
by the very people who participate in, and run, the disc golf events in our province. 
 
The results of this request were plentiful, and input was given through public forum 
discussions, as well as private emails and messages. The Disc Golf Committee then went 
through all of these suggestions during various teleconference meetings. The result was a 
season-long 7-tournament Gold Series, with the top 3 players in each of 5 divisions 
obtaining a Gold Pass, which qualified them for the ODSA Provincial Championships in 
Belleville on Oct. 20-21. This would be the first year that the ODSA hosted the 
Provincials as a stand-alone tournament, on a course that was brand new to all players. 
 
 
 



Silver Tournaments  
 
As well, the ODSA sanctioned 12 Silver Tournaments throughout the province. These 
tournaments were one-day events, and created localized participation for players, as well 
as visibility of our sport to the general public.  
 
Tournament Directors 
 
In February, a series of teleconference meetings took place with Ontario’s TDs to finalize 
the 2012 schedule of events. During this time, the TDs were briefed on the new 
tournament format and all of them were on board with it. It was during these meetings, 
that the 7 qualifying tournaments were chosen and confirmed. Choosing the date for the 
Provincials was difficult to do, as we didn’t want to step on the toes of TDs that had held 
their tournament spots on the calendar in previous years. The only available date was 
October 20-21. A late time in the season for sure, but was chosen nonetheless. 
 
Before the season began, each TD was sent an official online sanctioning/registration 
form which clearly spelled out what the Tournament Director could expect from the 
ODSA and what the ODSA expected of the TD. This helped us early in the year getting 
organized with prizing (ordering trophy discs) and insight into what each of the TDs 
needs were, be it providing tents, score-ports or online registration services.  
 
A few days before each of the Gold Series Qualifying Tournaments, each TD received an 
email information package, including updates from the previously scheduled tournament, 
as well as documents to help them with the Gold Series, and who the existing Gold Pass 
recipients were. After each tournament, TDs were required to send in their collected 
ODSA fees, as well as sending in the list of the 15 Gold Pass recipients from their 
tournament. 
 
During the tournament’s awards ceremony, each of these Gold Pass recipients received a 
Gold Pass Letter, outlining to them, what was required to register for the Provincial 
Championships. As well, they received a Gold Pass bag tag, and the divisional winners 
received a Gold Pass Winner trophy disc. 
 
USDGC Performance Division Spot 
 
Each year, the Professional Disc Golf Association (PDGA) holds the prestigious United 
States Disc Golf Championships (USDGC), and has annually allowed one entry spot 
from Ontario to compete in the tournament, since the ODSA’s inception. This spot was 
traditionally given to the winner of the ODSA’s annual Open Division championship. 
This year, the USDGC changed their tournament structure somewhat, and allowed this 
spot to be given to the winner of the newly-named Performance Division. The ODSA 
chose this spot to be awarded during the Black Fly Fling tournament, held in South River 
on May 26-27. The winner of the spot was Justin Cook, and he attended the USDGC, 
held in South Carolina on Oct. 3-6th, finishing in 44th place.  
 



Gold Series Tournaments and Winners 
 
The Black Fly Fling was the first of the 7 Qualifying Tournaments of the 2012 Gold 
Series season, with the others being: Summer Solstice (Midland ON), Capital Classic 
(Chelsea QC), D&G Invitational (Oakville ON), Flatts Classic (St. Thomas ON), Toronto 
Island Maple Leaf (Toronto, ON), and the CanAm Finals (St. Thomas ON).  
 
The Gold Series culminated in late Fall, with the city of Belleville hosting the 2012 
Provincial Disc Golf Championships on the weekend of Oct. 20th - 21st. The full field of 
72 players competed on a temporary course that was laid out over the city’s beautiful 
Zwick’s Park. The championship layout proved to be a great test, as the winner of the 
Male Pro Open (MPO) division was decided in a sudden-death playoff. It took an extra 2 
holes for Jamie Pay to clinch the title. 
 
The Divisional winners were: 
MPO - Jamie Pay - London ON 
MPM - Steve Soucie - St. Thomas ON 
MA1 - Dustin Fournier - Waterdown ON 
MA2 - Aaron Clarke - Peterborough ON 
FA1 - Holly Decoste - Ottawa ON 
 
       
ODSA Members and Clubs 
 
Along with the 7 Gold Series Tournaments, the 12 Silver Tournaments that were held 
throughout the province created a combined total attendance of 901 players. This resulted 
in $1334 in sanctioning fees to the ODSA. These 19 sanctioned tournaments helped 
increase ODSA membership by 126 new players. Add that to the 319 renewed 
memberships, for a total of 445 members this year.  
 
In 2012, the ODSA had 19 member clubs, 15 registered as non-profit and 4 registered as 
corporate, which raised $775 in club fees. All in all, $3488 was raised in membership 
fees. 
 
ODSA and Disc Golf in Ontario 
 
The ODSA continues to promote Disc Golf in many ways throughout the year. The sport 
is becoming more and more popular, and the mission of seeking out new course locations 
in the province is now tilting somewhat, as the towns and cities that the ODSA once tried 
to sell the sport to, since the organization’s inception, are now contacting the ODSA to 
bring it to them. This trend reflects the years of hard work of not only the ODSA, but all 
concerned disc golf stakeholders in the province.  
 
New players that want to see disc golf in their hometown, are coming to the ODSA for 
help. Parks and Recs managers from neighboring towns that have an existing course, are 
inquiring as to how the ODSA can assist them. Community groups are contacting the 



ODSA, wondering how a course installed on their private campgrounds can benefit their 
members. Applicants for Trillium Foundation grants, receive help from the ODSA, in 
creating their plan for local development. The list goes on and on.  
 
Thank You! 
 
In closing, as the outgoing Disc Golf Committee Chair, I can honestly say that the future 
of Disc Golf in Ontario is alive and well!  
 
I’d like to personally thank the Disc Golf Committee, for their time and effort this year; 
all of the TDs, for their hard work and cooperation; the Players, who continue to improve 
their games, thereby growing the sport; the Course Caretakers, whose love of 
lawnmowers and brush cutters takes precedence over their own play; the PDGA and 
Tournament Sponsors, who add both tangible and intangible value to our sport; and most 
importantly, to Ontario’s Disc Golf Pioneers (you know who you are), who had a dream 
30 years ago. I hope we can all continue to make it come alive for you.        
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 


